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USD LAW GRADUATE NAMED TOP NATIONAL GRADUATE 
SAN DIEGO, Calif.----A June graduate of the University of San Diego 
School of Law has been named the best in the United States. He has been 
chosen the National Graduate of the Year by Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity. 
James B. Franklin took top honors at USD School of Law graduation and 
was selected from more than 80 other outstanding graduates from law schools 
throughout the country for national recognition. 
Franklin, 32, who attended the USD School of Law evening division is 
a law clerk with local attorneys, Seltzer, Caplan, Wilkins and McMahon. 
Franklin graduated summa cum laude and was honored as the outstanding 
student and the student with the highest scholastic average by two of the 
school's legal fraternities, chapten;of Phi Alpha Delta and Phi Delta Phi. 
While a law student at USD Franklin also received 21 book awards. 
Franklin, his wife and child, reside at 522 Catalina Blvd. He is a 
lieutenant commander in the Naval Reserve, and received his bachelor's 
degree from Pennsylvania State University. 
Franklin represented the Southern California section of the fraternity 
in the competition. He is the first graduate of the USD School of Law to 
receive the national honor, said Joseph A. Sinclitico, Jr., Dean of the 
school. The fraternity's national publication will feature Franklin's 




for Franklin, '! Sinclitico said. 
In addition to his academic honors, Franklin had two positions on 
the USO Law Review, associate editor, 1967-68, and case and comments 
editor, 1968-69. He was named a Saint Thomas More Scholar while at the 
school and also served as magister of his fraternity. 
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